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(54) Easily portable linear-shaped steam generating unit 



(57) The invention relates to a novel, light-weight 
and manageable compact unit for the generating and 
releasing of steam (A), being of linear shape, that is ge- 
nerically tube-shaped, whose upper end is shaped as a 
handle. It comprises a relatively narrow and high cylin- 
drical boiler with the pertinent accessories, in particular 
a quick-action coupling for the generating and releasing 
of steam. To this quick-action coupling can be attached 
a brush (14) either with or without bristles, a rag-holder, 
a steam discharge nozzle, or an additional tube ending 
in a nozzle or a brush. The novel unit is much more man- 
ageable and handier than the regular steam cleaners, 
and it can be easily stored in limited spaces. By remov- 
ing the handle and attaching a strap, the unit can be 
used by carrying it on the back to work on vertical sur- 
faces or objects, no matter how high they are. 
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Description 

[0001] This patent relates to the field of steam clean- 
ing and washing machines. Known are steam cleaning 
machines, constituted by a boiler with an electric heater 
provided with a flexible hose and a rigid tube at the end 
of which is attached a multifunctional brush (with bris- 
tles, without bristles, rag-holder) The boiler is mounted 
on wheels so that it can trail the cleaning brush. 
[0002] Such cleaning machines are very cumber- 
some because the rigid tube, the flexible hose and the 
wheel-mounted boiler frequently create hindrances to 
the user, entailing many encumbrances and rigidity of 
movement of the brush. 

[0003] Furthermore, given the configuration and the 
capacity of the boiler, some time elapses before the wa- 
ter vaporizes and reaches the operational pressure. 
[0004] There are steam cleaners specifically for 
floors, in which the boiler and the brush or the nozzle 
are enclosed in one only housing which is provided with 
wheels and a handle. These cleaners must be rolled on 
the floor to be cleaned. Such type of cleaners are very 
heavy and inconvenient to drag along on different floors, 
especially on steps. 

[0005] The main object of the present invention is a 
novel, light-weight and manageable, compact unit for 
the generating and releasing of steam. 
[0006] The novel steam-generating unit has a linear 
shape, is generically tube-shaped, and its upper end is 
shaped as a handle. Such a unit, provided with a hous- 
ing, comprises a boiler, a thermoelectric resistance, a 
steam tube, a quick-action coupling, an electrovalve for 
the release of the steam, two thermostats, a water level 
sensor, and a manometer. 

[0007] The boiler is constituted by a relatively narrow 
and high cylindrical tank, preferably made out of steel 
or a metal alloy. On the bottom portion of the tank is pro- 
vided the thermoelectric resistance for the heating of the 
water. 

[0008] On the upper portion of the boiler is attached 
the steam-outlet tube from the boiler. This tube runs 
along the side of the boiler and connects to the quick- 
action coupling at the bottom of the housing. On the up- 
per portion of the boiler is provided a plug for the filling 
of water. 

[0009] The electrovalve for the steam flow is inserted 
into the steam-outlet tube. 

[001 0] The electrovalve is general ly closed and opens 
electrically by means of a pulsating control that is pref- 
erably provided on the handle so that, at the desired mo- 
ment, it releases the pressurized steam, already gener- 
ated and contained in the boiler. The manometer and 
the pressurestat are also provided on the upper portion 
of the boiler tank, the manometer indicates the internal 
pressure of the boiler tank while the pressurestat indi- 
cates the depletion of water. 

[0011] The two thermostats, one for the operation and 
the other for safety, are installed on the tank at an ap- 



propriate position. One of these thermostats, fixed or ad- 
justable, controls the operation of the thermoelectric re- 
sistance for the constant steam generation. 
[0012] The other thermostat controls the entire elec- 
s trie circuit and is actuated in the case of an overheating 
of the boiler. This second thermostat can also be sub- 
stituted with a thermal fuse. 

[0013] The water pressure, and consequently its gen- 
erating, is also controlled by the pressurestat having a 

10 predetermined setting. The pressurestat actuates the 
pertinent warning light when the water is exhausted. 
[001 4] On the handle is provided a safety device that 
opens the electric power circuit of the resistance in the 
boiler when the unit is lowered beyond a determinate 

15 level. 

[001 5] As a matter of fact, it is necessary that the elec- 
tric resistance be always surrounded by water. If the unit 
is inadvertently placed horizontally or if the water, con- 
tained inside the boiler tank, is spilled, an ensuing over- 
do heating may result by leaving the resistance uncovered. 
[0016] The unit also comprises a safety device con- 
sisting of a ball inserted in a guide cylinder that, in its 
regular position, actuates either directly of through a le- 
ver upon a microswitch for the power supply to the re- 
25 sistance in the boiler while, if the unit is lowered, this ball 
moves inside the cylinder releasing the lever and open- 
ing the microswitch. 

[0017] On the handle is also provided a trigger lever 
with a pull-back spring that actuates on the microswitch 
30 in order to open the electrovalve for the release of 
steam. 

[0018] Also provided is a main switch and a warning 
light signal connected to the safety circuit system. 
[001 9] The unit can also be provided with a non-pres- 

35 surized auxiliary tank and a pump which draws the water 
out of said tank and causes it to flow into the boiler. With 
such an auxiliary tank it is possible to refill the water in 
the unit even while it is being used. It is possible to attach 
different devices to the quick-action coupling at the bot- 

40 torn of the housing, such as, for example, a brush either 
with or without bristles, a rag-holding accessory, a 
steam discharge nozzle, an additional tube ending in a 
nozzle or a brush. 

[0020] The novel steam-generating unit, as described 
45 above, is much more manageable and handier than the 
regular steam cleaners. As a matter of fact, this novel 
steam-generating unit can be easily stored in limited 
spaces such as, for example, behind a door, while its 
weight is distributed along its length which renders it 
50 much handier and coupled to a brush, even without us- 
ing steam, constitutes a large brush. 
[0021 ] Removing the end of the handle and attaching 
one or more straps to the steam-generating unit, togeth- 
er with a flexible hose and a nozzle, the unit can be used 
55 by carrying it on one's back to work on vertical surfaces 
or objects, no matter how high they are. The accompa- 
nying illustrations show by way of example, but not lim- 
itative, an embodiment of the invention. 
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[0022] Figure 1 shows a vertical section of the novel 
steam-generating unit (A). In this illustration can be eas- 
ily seen the housing (1 ) inside of which is the boiler-tank 
(2) in whose bottom portion is installed a thermoelectric 
resistance (3). On the upper portion of the tank-boiler 
(2), in addition to the filling tube (5) with a plug (6), is 
provided the manometer (9) and the pressurestat (4), 
the opening (7) with the electrovalve (8) for the control- 
led release of the steam through a tube (10), provided 
at the bottom part of the housing (1 ). 
[0023] In the bottom portion of the tank-boiler (2) are 
provided two thermostats, of operation (11) and of safety 
(12). 

[0024] Figure 2 shows a type of embodiment of the 
novel steam-generating unit (A) in conjunction with a 
brush (14). 

[0025] Figure 3a shows a vertical section and Figure 
3b a horizontal section of the handle with the safety de- 
vice, which is constituted by a ball (16) inserted in a 
guide cylinder (17) that actuates upon a lever (18) and 
on a microswitch (1 9) for the power supply to the resist- 
ance in the boiler. Also shown is the trigger lever (20) 
provided with a pull-back spring (21 ) that actuates upon 
the microswitch (22) for the opening of the steam elec- 
trovalve, the main switch (23) and the safety warning 
light (24). 

[0026] Figure 4 shows the unit provided with a non- 
pressurized auxiliary tank (25) with a simple plug (26) 
and a pump (27) that draws the water out of the tank 
(25) and causes it to flow into the boiler (2) provided with 
an outlet opening (28). 

[0027] These diagrammatic representations are suffi- 
cient for the experts to carry out the invention; accord- 
ingly, in a concrete application they may contain variants 
without prejudice regarding the substance of the inno- 
vative concept 

[0028] Therefore, making reference to the above de- 
scription and the accompanying illustrations, the follow- 
ing claims are put forth. 



Claims 

1. A steam-generating unit comprising a boiler, a ther- 
moelectric resistance, a steam tube, quick action 
coupling, an electrovalve for the release of the 
steam, two thermostats, one pressurestat indicat- 
ing the depletion of water, and a manometer, char- 
acterized by the fact that it has a linear shape, that 
it is generically tube-shaped and that its upper end 
is shaped as a handle. 

2. A steam-generating unit in accordance with claim 
1, characterized by the fact that it comprises a 
quick-action coupling for the attaching of accesso- 
ries, such as, for example, brushes, nozzles and a 
rag-holder. 



3. A steam -generating unit in accordance with claim 
1 , characterized by the fact that its handle can be 
removed and that one or more straps can be at- 
tached in order to be able to operate, in conjunction 

5 with a flexible hose and a nozzle, on high and/or 
slanted surfaces. 

4. A steam-generating unit in accordance with claim 
1 , characterized by the fact that at its upper portion 

10 it is provided with a safety device consisting of a ball 
inserted in a guide cylinder, which in its regular po- 
sition actuates either directly or by means of a lever 
on a microswitch for the power supply to the resist- 
ance in the boiler, in which, when the unit is lowered, 

15 said ball moves inside said cylinder releasing the 
lever and opening the microswitch. 

5. A steam-generating unit in accordance with claim 
1, characterized by the fact that on the handle is 

20 provided a trigger lever with a pull-back spring that 
actuates upon the microswitch for. the opening of 
the steam electrovalve. 

6. A steam-generating unit in accordance with claim 
25 1 , characterized by the fact that it comprises an aux- 

iliary, non-pressurized tank as well as a pump that 
draws the water from said tank and carried it to the 
boiler. 
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